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Approximate duration: 22 minutes
List of instruments:

Flute 1 (doubling piccolo/alto flute)

Flute 2 (doubling piccolo/alto flute)

E-flat clarinet

B-flat clarinet (doubling bass clarinet)
Soprano/baritone saxophone

Bassoon

Percussion (suspended cymbal, two gongs, four wood-blocks, one snare drum, three tom-
toms, one concert bass drum, one pedal bass drum)
Accordion

Solo piano

Violin 1 and 2

Viola 1 and 2

Cello 1 and 2

Double bass 1 and 2

Every player besides the pianist, accordionist, and percussionist also plays on harmonica.
Each player will have a blues harmonica either in A, B-flat, C, D, E, F, or G. The range of the
harmonicas is four octaves, starting around middle C and going up. Exhaling will produce
the tonic triad, and inhaling will produce the dominant seventh of the key of the harmonica.
The actual pitches sounding are written out in the score. There are two general techniques
for playing the harmonica in this piece:

1) Alternating exhaling and inhaling over several reeds, producing alternating tonic and
dominant seventh chords.

2) Blowing very softly only in the highest (furthest right, like a keyboard) reed - this
technique is only found in the first movement

Specific notes for different instruments:
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dampened normal strings behind pizz. with
Bartok pizz. Bartok bridge fingernail
(pitchless) pizz.

Piano and Accordion:
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Piano:
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palm fingers

Cadenza in the "Intermezzo":

This cadenza is for the right foot and the pedal. Each note should be struck so strongly
that its tone is harsh and metallic. The pedal on each note should be repeatedly released very
quickly and retaken again immediately, thus only dampening the fundamental vibration while
retaining the partials above it. This should be a gradual process, from a normal piano tone,
through various partials being brought to the fore, to silence. Attempts should be made to
create new harmonies between the partials of multiple pitches. At the end of the cadenza, the
pianist should hear the partial interference between each chord before striking the next. Here,
the piano transcends itself, and the apparent sound get louder before it decays again.

Dynamics:

ppp —» fff are all controlled, beautiful sounds.

pppp and ffff are out of control, dangerous sounds.
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Slower (J= ca. 72)
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